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Recommendations 

The experience of two elections has sharpened the

strategic focus on the party machinery and the selec-

tion of candidates. It is a useful entry point to under-

stand the gender dynamics and relations of power

involved in transforming the process to increase the

selection of women candidates and promote the politi-

cal empowerment of women. In future, mobilization

around issues should be combined with measures

to encourage women to participate and to increase

women•s chances of selection as candidates. In

particular, women•s advocates should undertake the

following:

€ M obilize around realistic benchmarks and targets

for women•s share of representation, first to 20 per

cent and thereafter to 40 per cent; 

€ Target political parties and the candidate selection

process and sensitize party decision-makers to

include women in candidates• lists;

€ Conduct research on the structure and functioning

of political parties and the gender dynamics which

disadvantage women;

€ Encourage women•s recruitment and promotion in

party machineries at all levels;

€ Enhance the profile of women candidates in the

media and create a roster of high profile women can-

didates;

€ Expand leadership training for women as well as

capacity-building in presentation, advocacy and

negotiation skills;

€ Develop measures to increase women•s participa-

tion in local elections. To make a difference to rural

women•s lives and livelihoods, local elections

should involve the wider policy agenda of decen-

tralization and its fiscal, legal and institutional

dimensions.

€ Conduct voter education as part of a strategy to

transform the political arena and make it responsive

to the NPAW, taking into account the problems

of regional and income inequalities as well as

gender inequalities. 

A voter education strategy must integrate the

dimensions of citizens• rights and open up spaces for

participation and for the accountability of politicians

towards the electorate and of the executive towards

parliament. The efforts of women NGOs to enhance

voter education about legal, human and civic rights,

particularly at local level are initiatives which can have

greater leverage, when part of this wider strategy. 

Finally, and most critically, the National

Programme for the Advancement of Women should be

reviewed, paying particular attention to resolving the

question of the structure, function, composition and

location of the institutional machinery for its imple-

mentation. Objectives should be reviewed and realiz-

able benchmarks and targets set, along with the indi-

cators needed. This should be a participatory process,

facilitated in a manner to encourage rigour and effec-

tiveness.  The exercise can be conducted as a strategic

planning and review exercise, using the situation

analysis and its recommendations.
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