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Inclusion and Participation as Foundations of Democracy
An event marking the International Day of Democracy

Monday, 16 September 2019
3 -4.30 pm, Conference Room 8, GA Building
United Nations Headquarters, New York

A great deal has happened on the international scene and in countries around the world since the UN first observed the
International Day of Democracy on 15 September 2008. While people everywhere continue to aspire to democracy as a
fundamental value of political and economic life, supported by representative, transparent and accountable institutions,
the actual practice of democracy — in government and in society at large — is a cause of frustration and even resentment.

Leave no one behind is at risk of becoming an empty slogan.
This event will look closely at inclusion and participation as preconditions to democracy that have yet to be fully realized.

Panel presentations will illustrate how the under-representation of many groups in politics undermines the common good
and with that, the whole architecture of democracy. The discussion will look at how decision-making processes that do
not include the participation of all people and communities, including the economically insecure, contribute to growing
income and wealth inequality, disempowering people and fueling resentment against the institutions of democracy. The
role of women and youth in reforming democratic practices will be highlighted.

The panel will also address the importance of analyzing data on participation and inclusion as a tool for monitoring
progress on the implementation of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, which will be reviewed by the High-
Level Political Forum under the aegis of the UN General Assembly.

PROGRAMME
3pm Welcome remarks: Ms. Annika Savill, Executive Head, United Nations Democracy Fund
3:05 pm Video message: Mr. Antonio Guterres, United Nations Secretary General
3:10 pm Presentations: Moderated by Mr. Massimo Tommasoli, Permanent Observer to the United

Nations, International IDEA. The panel will feature experts, parliamentarians and activists, including:

e Armend Bekaj, Senior Programme Officer for the Democracy Assessment and Political
Analysis Unit, International IDEA;

e Nathaniel Erskine-Smith, Member of Parliament, Parliament of Canada (TBC)

e Luisa Cordoba, Senior Director for Strategic Partnerships, Techo.

4:30 pm Closing: Ms. Paddy Torsney, Permanent Observer to the United Nations, IPU

All welcome. Kindly RSVP using the invitation below.
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INVITATION

Inclusion and Participation as Foundations of Democracy

An event marking the International Day of Democracy
Date: Monday, 16 September 2019 | Time: 3:00 — 4:30 pm

Venue: Conference Room 8, GA Building, UN Headquarters, New York

Names of Attendees: Titles:
Affiliation: Contact Information:
If you have a UN Pass: If you do not have a UN Pass:
Kindly return RSVP to Contact: Kindly indicate here and respond
Ms. Amanda Sourek (a.sourek@idea.int) no later than Close of Business
Phone: +1 (212) 286-1084 Tuesday, 10 September 2019.
Fax: +1 (212) 286-0260
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