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‘ ‘ Sixty years have passed since the founders of the United Mations inscribed, on the
first page of our Charter, the egual rights of women and men.

Since then, study after study has taught us that there is no tool for development
more effective than the empowerment of women.

Mo other policy is as likely to raise economic productivity, or to reduce infant and
maternal mortality. No other policy is as sure to improve nutrition and promote
health — including the prevention of HIV/AIDS. No other policy is as powerful in
increasing the chances of education for the next generation.

And | would venture that no policy is more important in preventing conflict, or in
achieving reconciliation after a conflict has ended. , ,

Kofi Annan, UN Secretary General
International Women's Day, 2005

United Nations Development Programme
1 United Mations Plaza

Mew York, N.Y. 10017

U.S.A




