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Dear friends,

As another year comes to an end, we are pleased to share this newsle�er for the
latest news and resources on women's leadership and poli�cal par�cipa�on. Click on
the bu�ons below for the Arabic, French, and Spanish versions. We hope you find this
update useful!

Happy holidays from all of us,
The iKNOW Poli�cs Team

View in Arabic View in Spanish View in French

In the Spotlight
Women in Poli�cs and the Media

Women in poli�cs face biased, sexist, and
discriminatory media treatment. Research over the
past few decades reveals that women in poli�cs
con�nue to be at a disadvantage when it comes to
media coverage. When reporters cover women in
poli�cs, they o�en use terms that emphasize women's
tradi�onal roles and focus on their appearance. They
perpetuate stereotypes of women poli�cians as weak,
indecisive, and emo�onal. With the purpose of
discredi�ng, delegi�mizing, and silencing women in
poli�cs, studies have shown that women are o�en
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discouraged and dissuaded from ge�ng involved in
poli�cs because of gendered media repor�ng.

We recently organized an e-Discussion to raise awareness and collect experiences and
knowledge on gender differences in poli�cal media coverage, its impact on women’s
poli�cal par�cipa�on and representa�on, as well as gather good prac�ces and
recommenda�ons on ways to counter the nega�ve impact of media portrayals of
women in poli�cs with fair and unbiased coverage. See the summary here.

See the summary

Did you know? An Inter-parliamentary Union study revealed that 27.3% of the
surveyed women MPs said that tradi�onal media had shared highly contemptuous or
sexually charged images or comments about them. The percentage rose to 41.8%
when they were asked about photos or comments disseminated through social media.

Learn more

Violence Against Women in Poli�cs

Women o�en face prejudice, discrimina�on, and violence when they are in poli�cs, a
field from which they con�nue to be excluded. In this video, we asked women leaders
about the impact of violence against women in poli�cs and the solu�ons they propose
to make poli�cs a safe space for all women. 

The latest news
In Tunisia, there are only 122 women candidates out of a total of 1058,
meaning the new parliament is certain to look very different from that elected
in 2014, when nearly a third of MPs were women. Click here to learn more.
In Jamaica, the mo�on to establish a women's caucus comprising lawmakers
from both houses of Parliament was approved last week. The caucus will
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facilitate networking and promote dialogue across party lines. Click here to
learn more.
Dina Boluarte took office as the new President of Peru a�er Congress ousted
former president Pedro Cas�llo. She is the first female president in the country's
history, and the sixth Peruvian president in less than five years. Click here to
learn more.
A violent brawl broke out in Senegal’s parliament a�er a male opposi�on
legislator slapped a woman colleague in the face, television footage showed,
amid growing acrimony between ruling and opposi�on party poli�cians. Click
here to learn more.
The prime ministers of Finland and New Zealand took a swipe at sugges�ons
their first face-to-face mee�ng happened just because they are both young
female leaders. Click here to learn more.
A�er the United States midterm elec�ons, a record 12 women will be sworn in
this winter as State Governors. The number tops the high mark set in 2004 of
nine. Click here to learn more.
In Sierra Leone, lawmakers voted unanimously to pass the Gender
Empowerment Act, ensuring that one in three MPs and local councillors is a
woman. Currently, only 19 of the 146 MPs are women. Click here to learn more.
In Slovenia, Natasa Pirc Musar, a lawyer, won the presiden�al elec�on on 13
November, becoming the country’s first woman Head of State. Click here to
learn more.
In Italy, women MPs win the right to breas�eed their children under the age of
one in the Chamber during debates. Click here to learn more.

Go to the Library for more news

Interviews
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See more interviews

News and Resources
We share news and resources in four languages for and about women in poli�cs daily
on our pla�orm and social media pages. Our online library features more than 20,000
news and resources, including world news, reports, research papers, training
material, videos, case studies, databases, and blogs. Browse our library and our
enhanced elec�ons page for unique access to insight on women's par�cipa�on in
poli�cs. Do not hesitate to share your feedback with us by replying to this email
connect@iknowpoli�cs.org.

Go to the Library

Partner Updates
Our partner organiza�ons are contribu�ng with their specific mandate and exper�se
to make advancements in women’s poli�cal par�cipa�on a reality. Find below some of
the latest resources from Interna�onal IDEA, IPU, UNDP, and UN Women. 
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See more Partner Updates

About us
iKNOW Poli�cs is a unique pla�orm on women in poli�cs, designed to connect
members and build knowledge through e-discussions, webinars, interviews, videos, a
rich online library of resources, a calendar of events and daily world news. Created in
2007, iKNOW Poli�cs is a joint project of the Interna�onal Ins�tute for Democracy and
Electoral Assistance (Interna�onal IDEA), the Inter-Parliamentary Union (IPU), the
United Na�ons Development Programme (UNDP), and the United Na�ons En�ty for
Gender Equality and Women's Empowerment (UN Women).
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