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Women Can Win!

VOTER CONTACT

ship with them

e Speak with the voters at their homes the bazaar, the water tap, and public
meetmgs :

s Address the voters with a "Namaste" (hello) and establlsh your Yelation-

s - Talk about your accomplishments and expérier_lce
‘e Tell them how you will improve the village
o Speak in the local language

¢ DBe polite and.-speak clearly

»

Ruling Queen

Deputy Prime Minister :
Deputy Speaker of the
House of Representative :
Ambassador (to India) :
Minister :
- Raj Sabha Member :
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VDC Assaciation
President :

‘Rajendralaxmi

, Bmdheswon Shah

Devi Shah
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Lila Shrestha Subba Q.)

Pwarika Devi Thakurani
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Won’a_en Can Win!

“I believe if women are given
equal opportunities, then women
can really do well. Itis the oppor-
tunities that women are lacking.”

What is the secret of your campalgn
success?

The people knew me already as an hon-
est and hard worker. I was not getting .
“paid for providing health services. I
was_purely a volunteer. People real-
ized that I was sincere, 1 think that
helped me to win.

Tell us a bit about your campaign?§ .

&

When I first started, I was really ner-
vous, | had never done this kind of thmg &

_before, and | was worrted that I- wouid 34

make a mistake and lose. I felt ilkf
everyone was watching me, and I did
not know what I was doing. 1 was
“scared. But closer to the elections, |
started feeling more at ease. I noticed
that there were many other women run-
ning for office inmy VDC. I felt happy

T

B

TR oA

that I was one of the women runmng

How did you fund your campaign?‘

‘What do we need money for? I had al-

ways heard that we needed money, but
I didn't spend any. Our party contrib-
uted most of the expenses like pam-
phiets, banners, etc. I just talked to the
voters and asked them to support me.
That didn't cost anything. '

What challenges did you face in your |

% political career?

[ wanted to bring women forward. But,
I did not. know how to do it exactly. I

‘did not know what my roles and respon-

sibilities as a ward member were. No-
body explained the work of the local
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.Wormen Can Win! .
ofﬁcxals to s, Tam very grateful to NDI'S Womeén Representatxves Trammg Pro-.

- gram; whlch heiped ‘me to know more about my roles ‘as & ward methber. Thus I

- believe-if women are given equal opportunities, then’ women can really do weli
It's the opportumtles that women are 1ackmg : -

| What 1s next in your pohtncal career" What other ambltlons do you have"

' NowI have ﬁve years of expenence as a ward member and 1 know what my roles

- and respon31b111t1es are in the ward committee. Iam vety: mterested to run again
" for electlons but T have a family problem. Desplte my interest in politics; I will
‘notbeina posmon to-run in the next elections. My chxldren are small, my hus-

band is dead and I don't have any famxly members in my house who can take care

of my. children.: I also have to-look after’ my shop, which is ‘thé only source of

-income for my family: ‘ButT'will deﬁmteiy join politics in future after my chtidren '

get a blt oider Thus, for the time being I would like to encourage other active

“woien in our ward to join pohtlcs and run for the elections. ‘T will convey every-

thmg i have learned during my tenure to my v1llage sisters. T will not let these
active women waste theirtime because they can be big assets for the party and the
vnliage in the years to come. :
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Women Can Win!
- SPEAKING IN PUBLIC.

Speakihg well in public is an important part of campaigning. By Speak‘inlg__With'
‘groups of people, you are able to reach many voters at once. This also allows you

to demonstrate that you can successfully communicate with a large group of people - -

- (an important part of being an elected representative), The best way to improve
“your public speaking is through practice, practice, and practice. Listed below are
-some tips for speaking in public: ' ' S )

Speak slowly and clearly

Stay focused on the topic

Keep your speeches short

Share personal stories and examples
Speak loudly

‘Make eye contact with your voters
Berelaxed and confident
Stand straight

Use some humor

Know your topic

Repeat your campaign message

® ¢ 6 0 0 o ¢ 2 0 0 @

WRITING GOOD SPEECHES .

Dear Ram Kali Didi,

* You have inspired me and I am running for the VDC election this time. I know
my speeches must convince voters to support me, in oxder to win the election.
However, I am shy and have never spoken in front of a group of people. Could
Yyou please tell me how you deliver such good speeches? B

_ Sinc’érelji,- _
| Hari Kala

K




‘Women Can Win!

Dear Hari Kala:

1 understand your fear of public speaking since I also had those same fears
before Iran for office. To be a good public speaker you must, be able to speak

' confidently and clearly inorder to grab peoples attention. To deliver excel-

lent speeches you need to be able to speak about.the problems of the village

| andways you will solve them. To combine these skills you must practice often. -

Here aré six szmple steps for you ta follow when giving a speech and an ex-

ample of how I used these six steps to compose one of my campaign speeches

_ Estabhsh your relatlonshlp thh the voters by discussing 2 shared
' concern. : -

B "Hell_o.":My name is Ram Kali andI
‘am a candidate for the position of Ward
“Member in this VDC. [ would like to
| “talk to you about problems that I can
solve if you elect me. One of the con-
cerns I share with you is our villqge's
financial problem. Everyday, I see my
brothers and sisters having a difficult
time finding the money to buy oil or salt
in the market. ” -

State the prob!em, how it affects the voters, and support it with |
evidence. S ;

"I have observed a great number of people who are having many difficul-
ties raising enough money to get by. The people of this village do not have
- | enough opportunities for raising money. Many voters have shared with me
- their struggle for cash and their frustrarzon because there are no opportuni-
ties for making money here in the village.” '

-

@ State your position on the issue.

"I believe that we must make small scale income generation our top pri—r
ority. If I win this election, I promise to improve our village by bringing more |
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_Women Can Win!

| income geh'erating opportunities here. I will work to increase the oppbftum
. | Jor villagers to gain extra income." ‘ . : |

. Identify the opponent and link the:dpponent with the -problejn,'

"My opponent is not concerned with the financial struggles of many-vil-
lagers. Unlike my opponent, I bel ieve every citizen must have the opportunity’
to make enough money for his/her family. These are hard economic tirigs and..
we need-action now. If you vote for me, I will take action immediately.®.

7 5'Gi\%e'¢ybnrl solution to the problemns and show how it benefits the
A voters. . ' SN :

- "If I am elected, 1 will work to involve more peaple in small income gen-
erating projects. As soon as people get more involved in income generating
| programs, their Jinancial problems will improve.

, Show the voters how the village W(_)u/ld,'b.e benefited if this problem
O were solved. - A D - ,
||+ "In closing, I want you to imagine what our village could be like if I am
“elected. There will be effectively monitored income generation projects pro-
viding villagers the extra money they need to supplement their farming. People
will not be struggling just to meet very basic needs. Please vote for me so that -
1 can miake this vision of a wealthier, happier village come true.” . =~ =

"Lastly, I would like to say that your valuable vote would provide me an |
- opportunity to work for the development of our village. In order to help me
improve our village’s economic situation, I request that you vote for me."

Hari Kala, if you follow my advice and e)éample, I am sure youwill be able 10 |
give winning speeches. - LT :
Best of_ Luck, I
‘Ram Kali Didi

33



Women Can Wm'

<

N4 .
“Women must overcome their
party differences and rgise their
| voices together.” 3

: Why should women become mvo]ved '

in pohtlcs" : -

: 7 b
When women get involved in politics,
“they know what their rights are. Women
-should get involved in politics to inform
‘other womien about their legal rights and
how to be actlve cmzens '

‘'Why did you become invéved in poli-

tics? How did you first become in-
volved?

I entered politics to serve the people. -

The caste which I belong to is consid-
ered very backward. Inour communtty
men do not know about theg nnportance
of politics, and women are even more
ignorant than the men. Thps I want to
be an examplé for our sisters and en-

courage more womnien to become in- |

volved in politics. In addition, our

party's district and village level leaders *

B alse encouraged me to-enter in the poil—

tics.

How did you get the party ticket?

1 was active in our village. Thave good

relationships with our local community
people and I am always ready to help
people wherr they are in need. I believe
because of this I got the ticket from my

‘party: I also believe that the party's

evaluation was quite fair. - .

Y

- How did you organize your cam-

tpaign?

: The party helped to organize my cam-

~ paign. [visited every voter's house per-

_sonally.

Ci
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= e | Women Can Win!
- How did you raise youi' siai'h-paign funds? '

The party managed all the expcnseb for my |
: campalgn '

- | Who helped the most in _your work?

| I got full support from my party leaders.

What is the secret of your success" : :
, -\ Bhabhuti Koire with VDC Preszdent and
1 believe that the secret of my politicai Women Member
success is my social work. :

What advice would you give a woman cons:derlng entenng pohtlcs"

All wornen should be mvolvcd in politics. Women ‘who have already entered
‘ 'pohtncs should remain active. We will definitely be successful one day, if We .
~ continue to struggle. Women should always fulfill their responsfmhtzes sincerely -
_in order to gain faith from the voters. Women are left far behind in every aspect of
- society and mn our society it’s even worse. But it has been improving graduaily.
Thus, we women should never lose heart. If we always remain behind by thinking
- that we are illiterate and can't do anything, then we will never be in a position to
- send our daughters to school. Politics is the means to open the door to the better—
- ment of women in all aspects of society. :

) _W‘imt is the mést impo-r-t&mt skill for a succeszul woman candida_te?

1 believe educatlon is essentxal to become successful in tife. Women should aI- .

ways be aware and get information about the position that they are running for.

What is next for you in your pohtlcal career? What other ambltlons do you

' ,have”

N, . Y

1 would like to encourage more women to get involved in politics.
These are NDI’s'speé'ijﬁ;c questions — do you have any other comments?

All women share the same problems. Women must overcome party differences
- and raise their voices together.
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